
My Mum was once an avid collector - 
not expensive antiques, but things 
sought and bought from junk shops 
and market stalls. She’s stopped doing 
it now - she’s not really fit enough 

anymore; and in any case her house is simply chock 
a block! 

I remember going with her into junk shops. There at 
the back would be a tatty looking chest of drawers. Pine 
was her passion. It would look a right mess: peeling 
paint, wobbly feet, a handle missing. I would look at 
it and see a right mess: peeling paint, wobbly feet, a 
handle missing, and barely give it a second glance.  
Mum would look at it and see what it could become 
with a lot of TLC and elbow grease. Her house is full of 
pieces that she has lovingly restored. She saw past how 
they were to how they could be.

Some people have a knack of doing this with tumble 
down houses. Others can do it with overgrown gardens, 
or an unpromising set of ingredients in the fridge. All of 
them are lifting their eyes above the here and now to 
see the potential.

I suspect that often human beings are better at doing 
this with objects than people. A chest of drawers, a 
house, a garden – we can envisage how those could 
be. But a person, especially someone we find difficult 
or whose behaviour we deplore… well, that’s trickier. 

Jesus was of course a past master at it. He had that 
ability to see people as God saw them, not just how 

they were at that moment, but why they were how 
they were, and what they could become. He rounded 
out their past and their future…and as a result he loved 
them into new life. Think of Mary Magdalene, mired in 
a life that had abused her and trapped her. Think of 
Zacchaeus, the pompous little tax collector sitting in 
his tree, finding salvation through Jesus’ care for him.

Throughout April, we celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. It is a reminder to us that for God there 
are no dead ends, no brick walls. Even death can be 
overcome. Nothing is impossible for God. No-one is 
written off, because by God’s grace and power, they 
can change their spots. 

Who do we know who needs loving into new life?

The Ven Dr Mark Butchers 
Archdeacon of Barnstaple
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The 20 year long project to build the 
new market town of Sherford, is two 
years in. 300 houses have been built 
so far and 100 of those are occupied. 
The final number of homes is due to 
be over 5,000.

A Bishop’s Mission Order (BMO) 
means that Sherford has its own 
priest, as the new town will overlap 
the two parishes of Brixton and 
Elberton. The Bishop of Plymouth, 
Nick McKinnel has licensed Tom 
as the priest and offered words 
of encouragement to everyone 
involved “in this adventure.”

Tom explained that a core group of 
12 ‘enthusiastic people’ are currently 
meeting in his home for worship 
together. Eventually there will be a 
vicarage and a church, to be known as 
Sherford Community Church. At the 
moment he explained that the work 

is about ‘building firm foundations’ 
and ‘making connections’ with 
people there.

He said: “This is good news 
because we often hear about closing 
churches and we rarely hear about 
opening them!”

Of his hopes for the future, Tom 
added: “What I would love to see 
growing in Sherford over the 
next 20 years is a community of 
believers who love to worship God 
together and who love to serve 
their neighbours by bringing God’s 
wonderful news to them. A church 
at the heart of the community that is 

known and trusted by all and seen as 
integral to the town and a Christian 
presence that is firmly established to 
serve Sherford for years to come.”

For details and to get involved 
contact Tom@sherfordchurch.net

A vision for the Church to be 
at the heart of the emerging 
market town of Sherford, on 
the edge of Plymouth, has led 
to the licensing of Tom Brassil 
as the first priest there. Here 
we ask Tom about his vision 
for the future…

The new town of Sherford

Tom and Reader Andrew Williams with 
Bishop Nick at the licensing



Cathy explains that the work 
of Community Chaplains 
takes place both sides of the 
gate.  Beginning in prison, 
the chaplains meet with 

prisoners preparing for release. They then begin to 
discuss how they can make a fresh start when they are 
back in the wider community and offer ongoing support 
for them as they settle back into their everyday lives.

Cathy grew up in a Christian home, came to 
a fledgling faith at an early age, and explains 
that although she absorbed a good deal of 
bible knowledge over time, she probably had 
quite a black and white understanding, not 
having learned to question matters of faith from 
different angles.  

She got married to Andy and explains that 
they moved to Cornwall and started to attend 
a Methodist Church that was at the end of their road.  
This was the start of being exposed to the richness 
of different interpretations and viewpoints that has 
continued over the years and helped her to think more 
deeply. She said: “That has helped me see things in 
more colour and learn to be more compassionate of 
others too.” 

In her work life things were frustrating and although 
she “came to a richer understanding what faith was 

all about,” she was not happy in her banking career 
of 20 years. Cathy decided to accept redundancy 
when it was offered and step out in faith. She got a 
counselling qualification and then, as she describes, 
her “exciting journey of faith” really went up a gear. She 

was 40 years old when she began 
working in the voluntary sector 
with the YMCA, a move she has 
never regretted.

She said: “I think whatever is 
happening for us or for other 
people, God is there in the 
situation. God seems to work 
it out!”

She adds, of her work as a Community Chaplain: “It is 
such a privilege to hear people’s stories. Many of them 
have experienced neglect, abuse, drug problems and 
many other challenges. I’m always thinking: how can 
we make a difference? I really see the work as bringing 
God’s love in, in a very practical way.”

And she finishes: “We are there for as long as they want 
us to be. It is great to work with those who do want to 
keep on going with our support.”

GOD 
WORKS 
IT OUT 

“I really see the 
work as bringing 
God’s love in, in 
a very practical 
way.”
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Working as Managing 
Community Chaplain 
for the last six years at 
the Peninsula Initiative 
Community Chaplaincy 
with former prisoners Cathy 
Jerrard feels she is finally 
fulfilling her calling, after a 
career in banking and time 
working at the YMCA.…
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A competition to find Devon’s best 
churchyard has been launched by the 
county branch of the Campaign to Protect 
Rural England (CPRE.) It aims to recognise 
and reward churchyards which are well 
managed to provide both a peaceful haven 
for people and wildlife. 

The judges will be looking for 
churchyards that provide areas for peace 
and contemplation, yet still allow nature 
the flourish.

Penny Mills, from CPRE Devon said:  “We 
are very excited to launch our new Devon’s 
Best Churchyard competition and hope 
that a lot of churches will take part.  Not 
only will the winner receive some funds, 
but also public recognition for all the 
hard work that goes into looking after a 
churchyard all year around for wildlife and people.”

The winner will receive £200, a plaque and 
membership of CPRE Devon for one year, with two 
runners up prizes.

Entries are welcome from all church denominations 
and must be received by 30 April and judging will 
take place between May and August with winners 
announced on 30 September. For details and entry 
forms go to: www.cpredevon.org.uk

COMPETITION TO FIND TRANQUIL AND 
WILDLIFE-FRIENDLY CHURCHYARDS 

CALLING ALL CLERGY GOLFERS
James Hutchings, Team Rector of the Littleham-cum-Exmouth with 
Lympstone Mission Community, is hoping to hear from any clergy 
golfers, of whatever age, status or handicap, who might like to get 
together occasionally with others in the diocese for a round, and 
fellowship at the 19th!  

Having competed successfully at the inter-diocesan annual match 
in the past, last year Exeter sadly failed to send a team and had no 
meetings in the diocese either. For details and to set up a match, 
email: hutchingsjames@sky.com

YOUTHLINK GUIDE PRINTED 
A new handbook for the Youthlink network which 
operates across the UK has just been published. Youthlink 
was founded in St Peter’s Church, Barnstaple, 47 years 

ago as a way of increasing the inclusion of children in 
the life of the church. To order a copy of the book for £5 
email Geoffrey Squire: gfsquire@yahoo.co.uk


